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ere in Kent we're lucky to have a host of
independent retailers. So please support

them if you don’t want them to disappear.

We and our readers love our advertisers — without them
we wouldn't be able to bring you this top-quality,

free magazine. So if you've discovered a business
through CONSERVATION NEWS, please don’t forget

to mention us when you contact them.

If you're looking for inspiration for your period property,
we have plenty to offer — from an update on Maison Dieu,
to choosing the perfect lighting, and everything you need

to know about curtilage.

Don't forget to enter our competition for your chance to
win a copy of The Sportsman at Home — written by the

owner of one of the most iconic restaurants in Kent!

Conservation News will be back in the spring.
Until then, here’s hoping this issue helps you make
the most of all the delights winter has to offer!
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DIRECTORY

NOTCUTTS GARDEN CENTRE
Explore the winter wonderland — lights, trees, decorations. Gifts for family and
friends. Luxury foods and drinks. Indoor plants, wildlife and pet food and requisites.

COTTON TRADERS MAIDENHEAD AQUATICS
Leisurewear, outdoor and casual Aquatic and pond products.
clothes, footwear and accessories.

COTSWOLD & RUNNERS NEED
Outdoor clothing; footwear;
camping equipment and tents

EDINBURGH WOOLLEN MILL
For the latest men’s and women’s
collections come and visit our
fabulous store.

PAVERS
Own brand shoes, sandals and
lE BLTEIRIER OFF EROEIDALE boots, as well as popular brands BRICKS CAFE
Quality meats and sausages, such as Sketchers, Fly Flot, Barista made coffee, teas, frappé,
great value and choice. Padders and many more. milkshakes, cakes, paninis and more!

Just off junction 7, of the M20, Maidstone
9.00am to 5.00pm
10.30am to 4.30pm

CUSTOMER PARKING




Festive Inspiration

at Newnham Court Shopping Village
For you, your home and garden

(A

VISIT OUR WEBSITE



A winter wonderland

The Bedgebury Pinetum becomes adorned
with colourful lights, turning into a magical
wonderland by night. There are singing trees,
colour changing lights, giant baubles and
snowflakes. forestryengland.uk/bedgebury.

KEEP THE VEG PLOT GOING

Crops to harvest in winter include parsnips
(which taste better after a frost), kale, Brussels
sprouts, leeks, winter cabbages and winter salad.
If you didn’t get around to planting winter veg
and salad earlier in the year, you can grow pulses
indoors, as well as microgreens, ready in just a
few days. You can also plant for future feast —
garlic, fruit bushes, raspberries and rhubarb

can all be planted in winter.

www.conservationnews.co.uk

ADIDNTINT NT/N\TIT
GARDEN NO'TES
Just because winter is here, it doesn't mean
there's nothing to do in the garden. This is the
time to have a tidy-up, clean and to prepare for
spring; and although winter can be tough for
people and wildlife, it's not all bleak -
the season has a beauty all of its own.

USE YOUR OUTSIDE SPACE

Outdoor kitchens:

One way to maximise your garden or outdoor
space all year long is with a handy outdoor
kitchen. Not only does it mean you can
entertain outside in the colder months, but it
can become and essential part of your garden
scheme.

Visit northbarbeque.co.uk for info.

Add heat and light:

Just because it’s chilly outside doesn’t mean your
garden or patio has to sit unused in darkness.
With a few clever styling ideas, you can creat

a cosy outdoor space that’s perfect for winter
evenings. A fire pit, chiminea or outdoor heater
will keep you toasty on crisp evenings.

If you don’t have room for a fire pit, a cluster

of storm lanterns or solar fairy lights will add

instant atmosphere.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025



Overwintering dahlias in pots
Once your dahlias have finished flowering and as their
foliage starts to change colour, reduce the amount of
water you give them and stop watering as soon as the
weather starts to turn cold. Also remove the first 2.5cm
layer of soil to get rid of any pests.

Move your pot to a sheltered location , but as a
precaution always insulate the pot. Make sure you check

the pots every few weeks to ensure they’re dry, and

they’ll be ready to be brought outdoors in late spring.

Plants that shine in winter

1. Hazel catkins

Hazel catkins are exposed by leaf fall. Watch
them from January as they transform into
yellow lambs tails. The tiny female hazel
flowers are a speck of hot pink.

2. Hart’s tongue fern

Ferns are ancient, flowerless plants that
reproduce not with seeds, but with spores.
They are more visible in winter, when many
flowering plants die back.

3. Holly

Lustrous leaves and bright berries make
Ilex (holly) the perfect evergreen shrub in
winter. The holly season sees autumn and
winter berries that are perfect for your
Christmas wreath, and heights vary from
60cm to 25m. Most are easy to grow in sun
or half-shade and on average garden soil.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025

What to do in the garden now

* Prune fruit trees - remove dead wood.
« Take hardwood cuttings.
+ Clear weeds and mulch all growing beds.

« Order your seeds now - popular varieties can
sell out quickly.

* Protect plants from the cold by adding
cloches, bubble wrap or fleece.

+ Clean your pots and seed trays.
« Pick up fallen leaves.
+ Don't trim shrubs or fertilise during winter.

* Move planters closer to the house or or store
in a garage or shed.

+ Plan your garden for the year ahead.

There are many flowers

to enjoy in winter,

including Cyclamen

coum, hellebores,

snowdrops, crocus,

aconites and winter iris.

The flowers of some

plants, such as viburnum, hammamelis (witch
hazel) and daphne, are strongly scented. If your
garden lacks colour, head to your local garden
centre, where you'll find many seasonal delights.

www.conservationnews.co.uk




« Driveways « Car parks « Patios « hot bitumen & gravel
« Block paving « Tarmac surfacing « Resin restoration

HOOD'S TREE SERVICES LTD

TREE SURGERY SPECIALISTS

SERVICES INCLUDE:
Tree reductions and felling
Stump grinding
Hedge cutting and removal

NPTC qualified and fully insured
Free quotes and advice provided

info@hoodstrees.co.uk - www.hoodsrees.co.uk
01622 744149 - 07590 461382

Oak firewood
based in Kent

‘We have been producing oak firewood for over

six decades. We have a comprehensive range

of options for all domestic and commercial

heating needs. We supply logs and offcuts for

a variety of applications including open
burners, boilers and inglenook fire

As our range all comes as standard in kiln-dried, you
can be sure that you are getting the most out of the
wood you’re burning:

* 4m2,2m2 & 1m2 loads * Cleaner burn

* Better for the environment

* Longer/hotter burn time

Calluson 01233 732179 sendusa
message or feel free to email us
or visit www.orlestoneoak.co.uk
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COUNTRY CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES

Come and visit us in store for a warm, friendly welcome,
stocking all your needs for outdoor pursuits

Our store is open 5 days a week visit us at
Ashford Road, Badlesmere, Kent ME13 ONX
Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 4pm | 01233 742700
info@inthecountry.co.uk www.inthecountry.co.uk



Award-winning block paving and resin driveways

« Block paving « Shingle
« Concrete « Crazy paving
o Tarmac o Natural stone
« Patios « Fencing
« Slabbing « Resin bound

Tel: 01227 362082 Mobile: 07731 316879
www.lifetimedriveways.co.uk



WHAT ABOUT A
GLASSHOUSE?

THERE IS SO MUCH JOY TO BE HAD FROM GROWING YOUR OWN HERBS, FRUIT
AND VEGETABLES. PICKING A JUICY TOMATO OR CRUNCHY CUCUMBER STRAIGHT
FROM THE PLANT IS A BEAUTIFUL THING AS WELL AS SAVING YOU MONEY AND
HELPING TO REDUCE ENVIRONMENTAL COSTS.

- by Sarah @ The Garden Creative -
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his Summer was very sunny and
many of us had fantastic tomato,
chilli and fruit crops, but often we
don’t have a long enough season
to grow the fresh salad and vegetables that
wed like, or we would like to start germinating
seed earlier and not have to clutter up every

windowsill in the house with seed trays!

WHAT ABOUT A GLASSHOUSE!

A warm, dry place to sow seeds and grow
delicious food from around the world. A
glasshouse extends the growing season, making
the most of the sunshine and protecting plants
from wind, heavy rain and many pests. As well as
being a great place to overwinter tender plants,
they are a beautiful addition to any garden.

Glasshouses date back to the Roman Empire
when physicians ordered cucumbers to be
grown all year round to sustain the health of
Emperor Tiberius! They became important
in the early 13th century in Italy in the first
botanical gardens that grew plants from
tropical countries to use as food and medicine.
There are records of temperature controlled
glasshouses used in Korea as early as the 1400s
to grow mandarins, but it wasn’t until the 17th
century that glass houses began to be built in
Britain in the form of Orangeries. Orange trees
would be turned in their pots to make the most
of the sun as it moved across the sky.

With improvements in glass and steel
production glasshouses or greenhouses, as
they are now more commonly named became
a status symbol for aristocratic Elizabethans,
increasing in popularity under Queen Victoria
when many large country estates added them to
grow exotic palms, stone fruits and pineapples.

Now there are many styles available that
really enhance the whole garden, not just the

14 www.conservationnews.co.uk

vegetable patch, from beautiful timber or
brick and glass buildings, to more utilitarian
structures made from aluminium. They can
even double up as a garden building; with the
addition of a log burner and some fairy lights
they can be transformed into a cosy, magical
space for entertaining!

As a garden designer I have included
glasshouses in my designs for kitchen gardens
and to enhance the ornamental garden. Having
a glasshouse completely transforms the garden
and is a fantastic place to garden in all weathers,
a place to potter and organise, as well as grow.
If youd like to talk about a garden design that
includes a glasshouse for your garden I would
love to hear from you.

Email: sarah@thegardencreative.com

thegardencreative.com
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HAVING A GLASSHOUSE COMPLETELY TRANSFORMS THE GARDEN AND IS A
FANTASTIC PLACE TO GARDEN IN ALL WEATHERS, A PLACE TO POTTER AND

ORGANISE, AS WELL AS GROW.

WHAT TO GROW NOW:

These plants thrive in lower temperatures
typical of winter months:

Lettuce varieties (butterhead, romaine),
Spinach, Kale, Swiss chard, Broccoli, Peas,
Radishes

Delicious edibles to grow in the greenhouse in
spring:

Cucamelons, aubergine, chilli, kumquat,
Pineapple, micro-greens, tomatoes, basil,

cucumbers, strawberries.

THINGS TO CONSIDER WHEN
CHOOSING A GLASSHOUSE

« Buy as big as you can fit and afford as you
will always use the space. There are glasshouses

available in many styles and sizes.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025
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« Decide if you want to grow in the ground or
in pots inside the greenhouse and if you want

raised beds and storage built in.

« Make sure you have a water source nearby and
use waterbutts to collect the rainwater from the

greenhouse gutters.

« Consider lighting either solar or LED so that
you can use the greenhouse in the evenings

while extending daylight hours for plants.

« Many companies reduce the price of
greenhouses in the winter so it’s a great time to

buy!

« Speak to a garden designer about where to site
your new glasshouse and how to contextualise it
within the space.

15
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TOP TIPS FOR YOUR GREENHOUSE:

o Insulate

If you need to insulate your greenhouse in
the winter when overwintering tender plants,
use a biodegradable material like cardboard,
hessian or sheep’s wool as unheated
greenhouses can still get very cold. Avoid

using bubble wrap if you can.

o Mulch, mulch, mulch!
Mulching helps to conserve water so mulch
around ground level plants with straw or
dried leaves and top pots with gravel, grit or
organic compost.

Set a tray of water with stones in inside
the greenhouse in hot weather to increase

humidity and lower the temperature.

www.conservationnews.co.uk

» Grow companion plants
They help control pests. Herbs, nasturtiums,

marigolds and alyssum are all beneficial.

« Protect and ventilate

Use hessian or natural material sun shades
to prevent scorching in the height of the
Summer. Regularly open windows and doors
to keep air flow through the greenhouse to

prevent fungal outbreaks.

» Grow organic

Don't ever use pesticides or synthetic
fertilisers. Instead use liquid seaweed and
organic plant teas to feed plants and neem oil
spray to control pests and diseases. Healthy,
strong plants are more equipped to survive
attacks.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025



Martin Guurr are specialists in the
construction of tennis and pickleball
courts, for both professional
organisations and private individuals
in south east England.
Comprehensive tennis

court construction services

« Tennis court construction & resurfacing
« Tennis court reconstruction

« Tennis court refurbishment

« Hard landscaping for tennis courts

PADEL & PICKLEBALL
COURTS CONSTRUCTED TOO

Please call Martin for free advice and quotations

Tel: 01424 892265

07831 643835

www.martingurr.co.uk
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If you want someone who is reliable, careful
and efficient to empty your cesspool, septic
tank or treatment plant please call Barry or
Fiona Spicer.

B Emergency blockages

B Septic tank clearance

B Cesspool maintenance

B Treatment plant maintenance

We can help you with your home, rental
properties, caravan parks, hotels and in fact
any property that is not on main drains.

A jetting service can also be provided.

www.bjcesspool.co.uk

LANDSCAPING SERVICES

We specialise in design and installation and are happy to
be able to offer the following services:

COMPLETE GARDEN DESIGN: Patios and decking,
gazebos and water features, turfing, fencing,
electric gates and astroturf.

GROUNDWORK: All demolition work, footings,
oversights, extensions, drop kerbs, drainage and
civil engineering

CONTACT US

Tel: 01227 750191

Mobile: 07759 546838

email: ablelandscapes@btinternet.com

www.ablelandscapes.com
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Stanbridge Surfacing Ltd

Driveway Specialists

* Resin bound & bonded ¢ Hot bitumen & gravel
* Groundworks e Tarmacadam
* Dropped kerbs & crossovers ¢ Block paving

Tel: 01892 652700 Mobile: 07506 96822 |
stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk | info@stanbridgesurfacing.co.uk
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SOUTHGATE
ELECTRICAL CO. LTD

The best electrical services
Offering a full range of electrical

services from design to installation

M External electrics M New builds
M Access and security M Electric showers
M Space heating M Fire alarms

M Landlord certificates M Free estimates

Tel 01227 712790
or 07889 895394

www.electricians-canterbury.com

PEST CONTROL SERVICES

Fast - Professional - Reliable

Specialist Wasp Nest Removal

e Fully trained technicians
e Prompt, discreet response
e Rodents, insects & moles

SCRAP METAL
RECYCLING

Polite & friendly service

Fully licensed
Clearance of all metals

Unfortunately we cannot take fridges or freezers

Jason 07840 081990
7 days a week

BE PROUD OF
your lawns!

Bespoke lawn care:

Weed & moss control
Seasonal lawn nutrition
Aeration & de-compaction
Scarifying & thatch removal
Renovations & new lawns
Turfing & Seeding

Call Today:
Local, non-franchised lawn specialists
07377 362038 Get your FREE quote now:
e Sl ., 01622 535767 5
firmkill.co.uk @ thelawntransformers.co.uk
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Get your property
winter-ready

DON'T LET WINTER WREAK HAVOC WITH YOUR HOME!
NOW'S THE TIME TO PREPARE FOR THE COLDER MONTHS
WITH THESE CONSERVATION NEWS TIPS.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025  www.conservationnews.co.uk
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he last thing anyone wants at this

time of year is a burst pipe, blocked

drain or failed heating system. It’s

also a good time to plan all those
essential jobs for the new year, especially ways
to cut energy bills and make your property

more sustainable.

Check pipework
Frozen pipes can be a disaster. When they

freeze, they can block the flow of water and, in

severe cases, burst due to the pressure buildup.

Pipes in unheated areas, such as lofts, garages,
basements, and external walls, are most

vulnerable to freezing. Proper insulation helps
to maintain a stable temperature, reducing the

likelihood of freezing.

Keep your home warm

Maintaining a warm indoor temperature can

prevent internal pipes from freezing. Set your
heating to at least 12-15°C, even when you’re

not at home.

Service the heating system

Ensure the boiler has been serviced and check
that all radiators and thermostats are working
efficiently. If your boiler has an external
condensate pipe, make sure it is well insulated.

Disconnect outdoor hoses

Water left inside outdoor taps and hoses can
freeze and expand, causing damage to the
pipes leading into the house. Taking simple
precautions can prevent expensive plumbing

repairs.

Seal drafts and gaps

Cold air entering through gaps around
windows, doors, and pipe entry points can
cause nearby plumbing to freeze. Sealing
these gaps helps to maintain a stable indoor

22 www.conservationnews.co.uk

temperature and improves overall energy

efficiency.

Maintain drains

Few things will spoil your appetite than having
to clear a blocked drain. Soda crystals help keep
sinks and waste pipes running free, but have

a drain plunger in cases of blockages. Regular
maintenance of the external drainage system

is vital. Lift inspection covers and run water
and flush toilets to check drains are flowing
properly. If you suspect a major problem,
always call in an expert; they may carry out a

drain survey using a camera.

Clear the gutters

There’s only one thing the gutter is meant for,
and that’s getting rainwater off the roof and
down the drain. You'll be able to tell if you have
an issue if rainwater goes down the side of the
house, or if there’s any discolouration on your
walls. These blockages are frequently the result
of fallen leaves, moss or twigs from a bird’s
nest. Water can cause damp and mould, so it’s
essential to make sure rainfall can be effectively
drained from your home. During winter, it’s
easy for the water in blocked gutters to freeze,
too. This can distort and crack your gutters,

leading to expensive repairs.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025



Make sure heat isn’t

escaping through the chimney
Around one in 10 UK homes have an
open fireplace and, while this improves
cosiness in the winter, it’s also a big
cause of lost heat.

If you have a chimney you don't
use but you don’t want to board it up,
you can use a chimney balloon to stop
draughts and minimise heat loss. One
of these should cost under £30 - they’re
easy to inflate and will last for years.

If you do have an open fire, ensure
the chimney is swept by a professional
sweep. Install and test smoke and
carbon monoxide alarms and have
a fire extinguisher or fire blanket on
hand.

QUICK TIPS
« Buy an energy meter, or have a smart
meter installed so that you can keep on an

eye on your energy consumption.

« Draughtproof letterboxes using a

proprietary draught excluder.

« Have windows overhauled by a specialist
company. As well as making repairs, they

can install draughtproofing strips.

« Fill gaps in floorboards. The gaps between
the floorboard of an average-sized room
can cause a draught equivalent to leaving

a small window open.

« Insulate your loft space or top the existing

insulation to a depth of 270mm.

« Fit draught excluders to the bottom of

doors.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025  www.conservationnews.co.uk 23



“When the cold January wind is whistling and the Christmas wreaths have been tidied

away, it’s nice to cheer yourself up with something light and crisp, such as a wreath in icy tones.

In this wreath I have mixed white and silver with a dash of blue and purple”

Metal ring
Floral tape
Myrtle wire, green

Wire cutters

Bougainvillea, dried
Dried butcher’s broom
Har’s tail grass

Reed or dried grass
Sea holly, blue

Silver dust

Spanish moss

Wavyleaf sea lavender

24

Start by wrapping a metal ring with floral tape. Secure the tape
and pull it lightly so that it gets tacky and sticks to the ring. Wrap
around the whole ring to prevent the flowers from sliding around.

Attach myrtle wire to the ring by wrapping it around the ring and

then twisting it.

Start with the silver dust: it is soft and a bit bushy, which makes it

easier to build the rest of the wreath on top of it.

Secure the silver dust in place by wrapping the myrtle wire a

couple of times around the stem.

Continue placing the other materials around the wreath, wrapping
them with myrtle wire. Make sure the stems of the previous

bunches are covered when you place the next bunch.

Repeat around the whole wreath, alternating the materials as you
go. For the wreath in the picture, I have grouped different plants
together in different parts of the wreath to give some visual variety.
To make the wreath bushy, try to use materials of mixed lengths.

When you reach the end, lift the first layer of silver dust and tuck
the stems under to hide them.

Turn the wreath over and cut the wire with wire cutters.

Secure by ‘sewing’ a couple of stitches into the wrapped wire.

Taken from A Year of Flower Wreaths
by Malin Bjorkholm

Published by Batsford
Photography by Malin Bjorkholm
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Country Inspired Accessories

Standard Quay, Faversham ME13 7BS sales@countryclobberltd.co.uk
Tel: 07850 292523 ¢ Web: www.countryclobberltd.co.uk

Bench planes, chisels, felling axes, bill hooks, froes,
draw shaves, side axes, early garden tools, Blacksmith
tools, pine boxes. Galvanised items and fire grates.
Early tools bought for cash.Workshops cleared.
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RS Trees and Hedges based near Canterbury in East Kent, are an

established tree surgery, hedge and shrub maintenance company with

many years of domestic and commercial garden experience.

TREE SERVICES

M Tree Felling

M Crown Reduction

M Crown Thinning

M Pollarding

M Dead Wooding

B Stump Grinding and removal

B Emergency tree services:
Contact our emergency hot-line

M Storm damaged or dangerous trees are an
annual problem with the added risk of tree
damage caused by reduced hydration and
diseases like Ash die-back.

OTHER GARDEN SERVICES

M Hedges & Shrubs Removal, shaping
and trimming.

B Garden maintenance

All aspects of garden care including:
lawns, borders, planting, leaf clearing
(including gutters and drains), storm
damage and irrigation.

M Landscaping

Having removed the tree(s), shrubs

or hedging, you may require our
dedicated landscaping services to create
flower beds, lawn space or garden
structures.

Contact Roy today on 01227 933492 or 07711 185127
for your free quotation
rslandscapeskent@gmail.com
www.trees-to-hedges.co.uk



According to professional organiser and author, Vicky Silverthorn, founder of
You Need A Vicky, a tidy larder helps with future planning and gives us a sense of
order and calm. But how best to arrange a larder so that it looks good and works

practically? Here, Vicky and Neptune stylist Meaghan suggest some simple solutions.
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How to..

ORGANISE YOUR LARDER

ATIDY LARDER CAN GIVE US ATINY SENSE OF ORDER AND CALM.

efore you can organise your cupboards,
you need to do a clear out. Remove
any out-of-date foods and pull out any
foods that you know you’ll realistically not
use. Rather like sorting out your wardrobe, be
honest with yourself and question whether you
will use the tinned fruit you bought for a recipe

you now can't find.

CATEGORISE

Now you have the foodstuffs and equipment
that you want to store, organise them into
categories — dried pulses, jars, boxes of cereals,
snacks and so on. Within the categories,
organise the foods by sell-by dates with the
longest at the back of the shelf, rather as a
supermarket would do.

STORE FOR TASTE

Cool, dark larder cupboards can be useful for
storing items that would otherwise need to go
into a fridge. Meaghan suggests using a bottom
shelf with a marble base for storing vegetables
like onions, garlic and potatoes in wire baskets,
as the marble will naturally keep the produce
cool. “Tomatoes for example, will taste infinitely
better straight from the larder as opposed to the
fridge, she explains, ‘as will avocados, apples

and oranges.

PACKAGING DECISIONS

Decant what you want into glass jars or
Tupperware, but don't get carried away
with swapping packaging in order to create
a photogenic Insta-moment. “This is about

making life as logical as possible] Meaghan

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025
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adds, ‘Glass jars work well for things that you
want to keep air-tight (like coffees, teas and
dried goods), whereas wire baskets work better
for fruit or veg, where you don’t restrict the
airflow’ Disappointing as it might be for lovers
of Kilner jars, square containers are more space
efficient on a shelf. Vicky recommends Oxo

Pop Cubes as they come in different sizes and
depths and can be stacked. For fiddly items such

as bags of crisps, Vicky recommends baskets.

EYE LEVEL

You need to be able to see foods to know what
you are running low on and also to inspire

you to use them. Vicky’s golden rule is to

always have healthy foods at eye level and keep
naughty treats out of direct sight. ‘It’s a simple
strategy but it’s very effective when you’re trying
to eat well, she says. ‘Even in the fridge, I'll store
berries in glass containers at eye level and move

the cheese elsewhere’

NAME IT

The easiest way to label the foods that you're
decanting is to cut out the product label and
sell-by information, slip it into the top of the
jar and stick it on the underside of the lid.
Alternatively, Meaghan uses a white chalk
pen on the jar: It works a treat — quick to do
and easy to wipe off again. For the seriously
committed, Vicky suggests a Labelmaker.
‘Ultimately, larders are working cupboards, says
Vicky. ‘Organising them will make them look
good but they need to make practical sense as
well!
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CGS BLINDS & SHUTTERS LTD

Insect flyscreens now supplied
and installed for residential
and commercial properties

NEW MATERIALS

¢ Huge choice
¢ FREE quotations
o Established 2010

o Thousands of satisfied customers

01227 278643

146 Tankerton Road,
Whitstable
Kent CTS 2AW

www.cgsblinds.co.uk

Established 1988

DOMESTIC CLEANING SERVICES LTD
Regular or One-off Cleaning
Homes and Holiday Lets
End of Tenancy
Moving Cleans
Spring Cleans

Professional, Friendly, Reliable Service

CALL US NOW FOR A FREE QUOTATION

Tel: 01227 277033 | www.supermaids.co.uk | info@supermaids.co.uk
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The Antique Oak
Flooring Company

SPECIALISTS INANTIQUE AND RECLAIMED FLOORING

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT
Willow Court Farm, Bilsington Road, Ruckinge, Ashford, Kent TN26 2PB
T:01233 659508 M: 07733 263540  wwwantiqueoakflooring.com



MARK HARMAN
FURNITURE RESTORATION

e LITTLE INTERIORS

TEL: 0
EMAIL: HARMANGATES

)7 Need help designing your
dream home or styling your
property?

BTINTERNET.COM

‘Whether you're looking to
refresh your space or create a
whole new look, I'll help you
achieve a beautifully designed
home that reflects your style
and needs!!

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,

wqﬁteﬂmoesﬁ%mrvices
laciiia eget et dolor. Cras ut

of@yrdHtame Staging

ST,

./ Colour Consulation
& Project Management
[Z E Design Services

. 07712148013

@ littleinteriorsuk

@ www.littleinteriors.uk

= |jittleinteriorsuk@outlook.com

PROFESSIONAL PAINTER & DECORATOR

32

Apprentice served with over 40 years experience in exterior and interior decorating. References available.

Tel: 01634 235773 or 07971 871433 « garymillerdecorator@gmail.com
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Make a house

A HOME

Rebecca is the founder of Little Interiors,
an independent interior design studio
based in Kent. She has always had a love for
interiors and how a well-designed space can
completely change the way you feel.
Her style is all about finding that perfect
balance between modern and traditional
- blending timeless pieces with fresh,
contemporary touches to create homes that
feel warm, inviting, and truly lived in.
Rebecca offers a range of services to suit
different needs and budgets, from e-Design
and Colour Consultations to Full Home She is incredibly passionate about what she does.
Design and Project Management. Whether ~ For Rebecca, design isn’t just about making things
it’s refreshing a single room or managinga  look beautiful - it's about creating environments that
full renovation, she loves guiding her clients  reflect your personality and support the way you live
through the process and seeing their spaces  every day.
come to life. Tel: 07712 148013 email: littleinteriors@outlook.com

NOTHING MAKES ME HAPPIER THAN
HEARING A CLIENT SAY THEIR HOME
FINALLY FEELS LIKE THEM.
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Vintage Victoria
Antiques, Collectibles and Upcycled Furniture

Approved independent stockist for the full range of Frenchic Paints.

Vintage Victoria
Unit 3, Standard Quay, Faversham ME13 7BS
t: 07775 811364

ac"‘rn

Glassline

Replace that old Conservatory Roof Stunning
with Activ Blue Glass Bespoke
Verandas
The Revolutionary Self Cleaning Glass that keeps your Transform your Patio
conservatory WARMER in Winter and COOLER in the Summer. or Decking area and
Now with internal HEAT REFLECTIVE GLASS ek pe
Decorative
Brackets and
TmaraA Wi Columns.

Rehau « Windows « Doors « Bifolds « Patios « Coloured GRP Doors « Porches « Conservatories

FOR FREE ADVICE AND QUOTATION, NO PRESSURE, CALL: 01622 752288

info@acornglassline.co.uk « www.acornglassline.co.uk « Unit 3, Heronden Road, Parkwood Industrial Estate, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9YR
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CHOOSING LIGHTING
FOR YOUR PERIOD HOME



wning a period property is a
dream for many - but along with
those original features come the
usual suspects: low beams, high
ceilings, wonky walls and awkward nooks.
The good news is that there are lots of things
you can do with lighting to help brighten and
balance things, while playing up the best of
your home’s historic features.

When it comes to lighting, old houses
deserve special treatment. As any good interior
designer knows, the best lighting schemes use
a combination of different types of lighting.
The trick is to aim for an even spread of light
throughout the space, and to create different
layers of light.

Grand period properties such as Georgian
townhouses and barn conversions often feature
large, open rooms with high or vaulted ceilings
- which can pose a challenge when it comes to
making things feel homely and inviting.

In fact, sometimes it can be difficult to know
quite what to do with all the space. An eye-
catching chandelier or a striking oversized
pendant will add instant wow, draw the eye

upward and help balance all that vertical space.

LAYERS OF LIGHT

Lighting should be layered to add warmth and
character to a room; table lamps, wall lights,
overhead ceiling lights, floor lamps and a fire
will each add a different layer to your lighting.
Once you understand what the three basic
types are, you'll be able to layer them to create a

balance of light and shadow in the room.

GENERAL LIGHTING
Also known as ambient lighting, this is the
overall illumination in a room and in most

homes, this comes from the ceiling light. But it
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doesn’t have to — wall lights, spot lights, down
lights, chandeliers, floor lamps or table lamps
could all be used to achieve a good level of
general light. General lighting acts as the base
layer and once you have this planned, you can
start adding other layers of light and this is where
the magic happens. It will make a huge difference

to the overall atmosphere in the room.

BIG UP LOW CEILINGS

WITH WALL LIGHTS

Chocolate box country cottages are famous for
their low ceilings and teeny, wonky windows —
charming of course, but on the flip side they can
also make the inside space feel rather dark.

The trick is to skip ceiling lights that tend to
hang too low and opt for wall lights and sconces

instead.

ACCENT LIGHTING

This is the aesthetic touch that will add beauty
and visual interest to your period home. Accent
lighting is a concentrated light that creates focal
points around the room and is used to accent
or highlight a particular object like a picture,
fireplace or architectural feature.

Exposed beams, grand fireplaces, arched
alcoves, original stone — old houses have
features worth celebrating. But they also come
with less photogenic corners. Accent lighting
can help you highlight the best bits, while gently
drawing attention away from the awkward
nooks and crannies.

Tuck floor lamps and table lamps into alcoves,
pop one by the fireplace, or nestle one in a
built-in bookcase. Rechargeable lights are
perfect because you don’t need to worry about
wiring and socket access. And don’t forget the
shades - bold or patterned ones add a pop of

colour and personality.
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USE LAMPS TO ADD WARMTH
Table lamps are essential in any room
scheme, but this is especially true

in a period home - they will add

atmosphere, warmth and interest.
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TASK LIGHTING

This is a direct light which is specifically
intended to light an area where you
perform a particular task like desk
lamps or reading lights.

Task lighting is very important in
kitchens and other work rooms like

laundry rooms.
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EMANUELS

SOFT FURNISHING INTERIORS

Bespoke curtain & upholstery work « Unique gifts & lighting « Blinds & shutters supplied and

installed « Motorisation & sun sensor on patio awnings - Track specialist for bay windows

117 Tankerton Road, Whitstable CT5 2AN | 01227 770039 | www.emanuels.co.uk



Contact us today to arrange a free consultation in your home and
view our Shutters, Blinds & Awning samples

www.thevipshutterco.co.uk | info@thevipshutterco.co.uk
01634 943153 - 07564021643

ROMAN BLINDS ROLLER BLINDS VENETIAN BLINDS
FOLLOWUS
OUTDOOR AWNINGS
$230 $230 $230
Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet,
consectetur adipiscing elit, sed consectetur adipiscing elit, sed consectetur adipiscing elit, sed
do eiusmod tempor incididunt do eiusmod tempor incididunt do eiusmod tempor incididunt
Colors Colors Colors
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Expertly installed quality carpet and flooring

64-65 High Street, Wingham, Canterbury, Kent, CT3 3BJ
Tel: 01227 721938 www.redflooring.co.uk
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Canterbury Road (A28)
m Chilham, Kent CT4 8DU
Tel: 01227 732522

ANTIQUES & INTERIORS baghambarnantiques.com

Open Thursday to Sunday 10am to 4pm
Holiday opening times: Thurs 18 Dec to Sun 4 Jan

(Closed 24, 25, 26 Dec & 1 Jan)

Georgian to vintage furniture,
including collectables
good quality antique silver
and ceramics, jewellery,
kitchenalia and soft
furnishings.

Come and see our items,
then have a cup of coffee
and cake in our highly rated
Tearoom.

Serving local brew teas
and excellent coffee,
savoury snacks, lunch and
freshly baked cakes
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e all know the Second World

War started right at the end of

that decade in 1939, so these
devastating times saw not just Britain, but
Europe and the rest of the world in turmoil,
until long after the end of hostilities in Europe
in 1945. A building boom was necessary in
the post war period to replace the hundreds of
thousands of homes that were totally destroyed
by enemy bombs. The majority of building
carried out at this time was for public housing.
The need to build quickly and the scarcity of
supplies in these post war years, may have

resulted in the use of lower grade materials and

themodernhouse.com
sometimes prefabricated elements. Interestingly
some of the supposedly temporary single
story ‘Prefabs’ constructed at this time are still
standing proud these days.

With supply chains recovering, better quality
building materials began to be available again,
so more traditional types of houses were being
built. These tended to be straightforward,
rectangular shaped houses, built from cinder or
breeze blocks with brick facing. Prefabricated
sections were used for walls and floors, with
gabled roofs clad with concrete tiles. External
finishes were plain, mostly render or tile, with

none of the decorative embellishments of the
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themodernhouse.com
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previous eras. Even the luxury of bay windows,
so prevalent in the 1930s and beloved of the
Edwardians literally went out of the window. It
all sounds rather dull and as if stylish design has
gone out of the window too, but it was a sign of

the post war ‘make-do’ times.

MID-CENTURY MODERN

Can we identify a definitive style, or trend for
this period? It turns out that there is something
that emerged, bang in the middle of the 20th
century, appropriately called Mid-Century
Modern, or MCM. It was the Modernist
movement’s response to the less decadent post
war period. Let’s not forget also, the first half of
the 20th century saw major design influences
with ground breaking movements in Western
Europe like The International and Bauhaus,
and famous names such as Le Corbusier, Walter

Gropius and Mies van der Rhoe, all pioneering
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utilitarian ideals and promoting the idea that
form should follow function.

It evolved into a popular design style that
made an artistic statement along the lines
of ‘Less is More’ The lack of embellishment
became a ‘thing) characterised by simplicity
and clean lines. It quickly became popular in
the USA, spread to Brazil, and Europe from
the late 1940s onwards. There was obviously a
bit more to it than just unfussy, simple design
style. There was a desire for an honest use
of materials, which included displaying, not
hiding the materials used in construction.

The architectural aesthetic, that is now
recognised as MCM was distilled down in
buildings that were not just utilitarian, but
practical and stylish. The more radical and
exciting examples, which we have to be honest
are not going to be found on every street in the

UK, would be low, wide houses with flat roofs,

Instagram: mcmhouseuk
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RETRO COOL

Interestingly MCM saw a resurgence in
interest in the 1980s and 90s, with new
fans realising ‘Retro’ as they refer to it
now, is the ultimate in cool, it’s just the
right style for them and it continues

to grow in popularity today over four

decades later.
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with lots of glass, full length windows. Theyd
typically be open plan in layout, with short
staircases connecting different levels, and true
to the use of honest materials, would celebrate
this with exposed beams and open ceilings.

It’s an aesthetic that was readily embraced
by all the important design disciplines,
interior design, furniture and product design,
architecture, construction and even graphic
design. It’s important to mention also that
Scandinavian design was hugely influential,
especially in the design of furniture. There
was an emphasis on simple, minimalism,
which was both beautiful and superbly crafted.
Quality over quantity was paramount. This had
a massive influence on designers throughout
Europe and is responsible for what we

recognise as Mid Century Modernism today.

Instagram: mcmhouseuk
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DESIGN ICONS

For those of us that grew up in the second half
of the 20th century, the modern home and the
design principles we are describing here, will
be all too familiar. Think of the brands that
were popular then, beautifully designed and
made, light wooden furniture like Ercol,
G-Plan. Teak, ash or oak tables, chairs and
sofas with tapered legs. Don't forget the
obligatory matching wooden coffee table in
front of the sofa please! A design icon that
was inspired by this era is Habitat, it was a
statement brand that the hip and trendy house
holders of the time flocked to buy. Simple
sideboards that celebrated the material they
were made from with no decoration. Touches
of rich and vivid colours, these were the days

when orange was proudly given houseroom.

Instagram: mcmhouseuk
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The Old Bank 19-21 West Street

84 High Street New Alresford
Rye, East Sussex Hampshire
TN31 7ER S024 9AB
01797 360353 01962 734504

www.handmaderugs.co.uk
www.rugsandkelimsplus.com

We have a vast collection of rugs, including
oversize rugs, in our showroom. We can also
weave rugs in any design, size and colour in our
workshops in Afghanistan, India and Nepal.
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Need inspiration? Check out @freelandstilesdg on Instagram!

e sales@freelands-tiles.co.uk (§ 01732 459 765 www.freelands-tiles.co.uk
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START PLANNING YOUR DREAM KITCHEN
5 Wincheap, Canterbury CT1 3TB | Tel: 01227 379300

19-27 High St, St Lawrence, Ramsgate CT11 0QW for furniture,

412 Northdown Rd, Cliftonville, Margate CTg 3PG
for kitchens and bathrooms

Email: sales@jcfarley.co.uk | www.farleyskent.com

MASTERCLASS’

KITCHENS



. Mirror, £650,
Green dinner plate, £16, oka.com Bowl, £19,

scandinaviantouch.co.uk abodeliving.co.uk

Glass pendant light £220,
glowlighting.co.uk

GET THE LOOK
Winter greens
Table lamp, £145, oka.com  Ridged planter, £8.95,

Candle holder, £20,
coxandcox.co.uk

Kitchen island with granite top,

Moss green cushion, £499, cotswoldco.com
£99, neptune.com Wine glass, £8,
maisoncherie.shop Mug, £3.50,
dunelm.com
Wool throw, £198,
SOCOSY.CO.Uk
Wreath, £89,

wheresaintsgo.co.uk

Plant stand, £40, Indoor watering can,
scandinaviantouch.co.uk £18, shop.kew.org
Placemat, £8,
waltonshop.co.uk
Tealight holder, from £4.95, Owl ornament, £73, Green crystal knob £13, Armchair, £999,
thewisteriatree.co.uk johnlewis.com beautifulbrass.com atkinandthyme.co.uk
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Sofa, from £1,445, lenleys.co.uk Velvet bar stool, £159,
danetti.com Hand painted lamp base,
£145, clickstyle.co.uk

Stool, £99, cultfurniture.com Pillowcase (pair), £39,
pigletinbed.com

Glass jug, £89,
joannawood.com

Print, £49,

beachhouseart.co.uk Scallop shells tiles, £98.64,
hyperiontiles.co.uk

Scented candle, £15,
marksandspencer.com

Photo frame, £22, Napkins, (set of 4), £20,
oliverbonas.com waltonshop.co.uk

Welly boots planter, £32,

dibor.co.uk Vase, £24.95,
thewisteriatree.co.uk

Pouffe beanbag, £84.99,
Cushion, £34.99 Salt & pepper mills, £39 each, Teapot, from £12, rucomfybeanbags.co.uk
claire-Louise.co.uk Copperfields of Whitstable ~ Copperfields of Whitstable

Tiles, £71.98,

Cushion cover, £70,
bakedtiles.co.uk

Plant pots, £16.95 each, idyllhome.co.uk
oka.com
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PJ ARCHITECTURE

Paul Terry Joinery

www.paulterryjoinery.com

QUALITY MATERIALS TRADITIONAL CUSTOMISED TO YOUR
AND WORKMANSHIP JOINERY SPECIALIST EXACT REQUIREMENTS

Phone: 07725 306683 Email: joineryl2@icloud.com
Unit 27, Birnam Business Centre, Hammill Road, Woodnesborough, Sandwich CT13 0PR
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ORLESTONE OAK

KENT ENGLAND

JOINERY OAK FRAMED BUILDINGS DECKING CLADDING

For more information on pricing or fitting, or to place an order

CALL VISIT




Conservation
Scaffolding Specialists

Smarden Business Estate, Smarden, Ashford TN27 8QL
Tel: 01233 770373 email: info@ashscaffoldingltd.co.uk
www.ashscaffoldingltd.co.uk
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Photo: Instagram: tale_victoria

Making, your message count
We have over 50,000 readers per issue... your kind of readers

CONSERVATION NEWS is published quarterly. Each issue has a minimum shelf life
of 12 weeks, and a staggering 80% of our advertising is repeat custom. Why?
Because advertising in Conservation News magazine get results.

In reality many readers keep and refer to their copies for far longer. No other print media
in the county can match our long-lasting appeal and value for money.

Find out how advertising with us can boost your business
email: lynn@conservationnews.co.uk



IS YOUR OUTBUILDING
CURTILAGE-LISTED?

HERITAGE AND CONSERVATION EXPERT ANSKE BAX EXPLAINS
HOW TO DETERMINE IF A STRUCTURE IS WITHIN A LISTED BUILDING'S
CURTILAGE AND WHAT WORKS YOU CAN CARRY OUT ON IT.

f your property is listed, the
outbuildings within its curtilage might
be listed, too. That’s because the area
around a listed building is often “listed
by association.” However, it’s not easy to
establish whether this is the case: UK law is

complicated when it comes to listings.

WHAT IS THE CURTILAGE

OF A LISTED BUILDING?

A listed building’s curtilage is the area around
it. As a rule of thumb, a curtilage extends
between 50 and 100 metres of a heritage
asset. A structure, such as a garage, within the

curtilage might have special architectural or
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historic interest or enhance the significance of

the main building.

LISTED BUILDING CURTILAGE
According to UK law, any structures built
before July 1948 within a listed building’s
curtilage are “listed by association”. This means
they need to be treated as if they were listed.
But not all listed buildings have a curtilage:
a listed property in a town centre with no
garden might not have one.
Establishing if a listed building has a
curtilage and its size can be challenging, as
boundaries are often unclear and can change

over time.
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WHAT'S WITHIN A LISTED

BUILDING'S CURTILAGE?

Any attached and non-attached structures
which were, at the date of the listing, in the
same ownership of and ancillary to a listed
building, belong to its curtilage.

Examples of elements typically included in
a curtilage often include driveways, garages,
gates, woodsheds, stables, fences, gardener’s
cottages, and more.

Non-ancillary buildings, such as agricultural
barns in purely agricultural use or dwellings let
to a third party, aren’t usually covered.

However, any structure - ancillary or non-
ancillary - within a listed building’s curtilage
must be assessed before being altered.

Even if you're confident your outbuilding
isn’t curtilage listed, you will need to hire a
specialised architect to create a cover letter
or heritage assessment to confirm that the
structure has been reviewed and has been
deemed to bear no significance. Only then will

you be able to carry out work freely.
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HOW DO | FIND OUT IF MY
OUTBUILDING IS CURTILAGE LISTED?
Establishing whether a structure falls within
a listed building’s curtilage is difficult. Most
listings on the National Heritage List for
England (NHLE) only report one address;
they don’t specify which structures or objects
the listing covers. Moreover, changes to the
structure’s physical layout, ownership, and use
can influence the listing. Therefore, there’s no
clear-cut answer. For example, imagine that
the land around a grade II listed barn, which
includes a dwelling 100 metres away from the
main building, is divided into two parts in 2010.
A year later, the dwelling is sold separately.
Because the dwelling isn’t on the Land Registry,
it looks as if it’s standalone and not listed.
However, because it existed when the barn was
originally listed, it’s listed by association.

As you can see, curtilage listing matters can
be complicated. By analysing the structure’s
history and layout, an expert can make an

accurate assessment.
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IS MY RECENT OUTBUILDING PART OF MY
LISTED PROPERTY'S CURTILAGE?
Probably not, because it wasn’t built before July
1948. However, it might be classified as a non-
designated heritage asset. And, as we've seen
before, even if your outbuilding isn’t included in
the curtilage listing, you need to get it assessed
before you carry out any work.

So, no matter how new the structure is, you
should always seek the advice of a specialist

architect before making any changes.

WHAT IF MY OUTBUILDING

IS CURTILAGE LISTED?

If your outbuilding is curtilage listed, you will
need to gain planning consent before doing any
work that affects its character.

Not obtaining listed building consent before
altering a listed building is a criminal offence;
the Local Planning Authority might issue an
enforcement notice to reverse the change.

If the work you want to do affects the exterior
of the outbuilding, you will also need to apply

for planning permission.

WHAT SORT OF WORK CAN BE DONE

ON A CURTILAGE LISTED OUTBUILDING?

You won’t need any permission to:

W Repaint the interior and exterior walls in the
same colour

W Replace the furniture without affecting
historic fittings.

You may need listed buildings consent to carry

out the following works as they may affect the

historic fabric and character:

m Maintenance works, such as repairing
guttering

W Repair or replace windows with like-for-like

W Repair the front door

W Rewire the building or add new plugs
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W Install new heating and plumbing

m Change the colour of the exterior walls.

You will need listed building consent and

planning permission to:

® Build an extension

m Demolish the outbuilding or structure

m Add a heat pump or AC unit.

B Any other works that affect the exterior of
the building.

The rules for a curtilage-listed outbuilding are

almost the same as those for a listed building.

So, if you're looking for more information

about specific works, read our guide to a listed

building’s renovation and refurbishment.

IS IT HARD TO GAIN CONSENT

FOR WORKS ON CURTILAGE

LISTED OUTBUILDINGS?

Gaining listed building consent and planning
permission to carry out works on curtilage-
listed structures isn’t particularly difficult if you
hire the right expert.

Make sure you seek the advice of an architect
with heritage and conservation expertise
and experience so they can create a plan and
application in line with the Local Planning
Authority’s requirements.

Conservation officers require you to preserve
the outbuilding’s historic fabric - such as
original walls, doors, floors, and ceilings - as
much as possible. So, any alterations you
propose need to be sympathetic to the original

structure and the area around it.

Heritage consultant Anske Bax, works

at the James Clague Architects offices in
Canterbury and Tunbridge Wells, covering
Kent, Sussex, Surrey, and the South East.
To book a consultation call 01227 649073.

www.jamesclague.co.uk
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THE

Latchmere House

PARTNERSHIP

A Partnership of
Property Professionals

Bringing together trusted listed building and heritage experts
working hand-in-hand on your project in one unique partnership.

Architecture | Surveying | Planning | Engineering | Interior Design

B S F STRUCTURAL & tt Diseoveredby WWM

CIVIL ENGINEERS

INTERIOR ARCHITECTURE & DESIGN

JAMES CLAGUE PRO POINT TAYLOR
ARCHITECTS I\SURVEYS ROBERTS

Canterbury: 01227 696007 Latchmerehouse.co.uk
Tunbridge Wells: 01892 267026 hello@latchmerehouse.co.uk



Handmade clay rootf tiles,
crafted the traditional way

For over 180 years, we've been crafting handmade clay roof tiles using traditional
Humber clay and time-honoured firing methods. Perfect for heritage buildings
and period homes alike, our tiles carry the warmth, character, and integrity

of true British craftsmanship.

Discover our handmade roof tiles and fittings at

Hoe Hill, Pasture Road North, T: 01652 632175 Manufacturing
Barton-Upon-Humber, F: 01226 700350 Handmade Tiles
North Lincolnshire, DN18 5RB E: enquiries@williamblyth.co.uk Since 1840




A LIVING LEGACY IN CLAY
The Story of William Blyth

PRESERVING THE CRAFT BEHIND BRITAIN'S HERITAGE ROOFS

cross Britain’s historic towns

and villages, roofs tell stories

- of homes built to last, of

craftsmanship that endures, and
of materials shaped by the land itself. On the
south bank of the River Humber, one company
has been helping tell those stories for over 180
years.

Founded in 1840, William Blyth remains

the UK's last manufacturer still producing
handmade clay roof tiles using its own Humber
clay and traditional coal-fired kilns that have

burned for generations.
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From medieval priories to Georgian
townhouses, William Blyth tiles have long been
trusted by conservation officers, architects and
homeowners who value authenticity. Each tile
carries the character of its maker, a tangible
link between past and present, crafted from the
same earth that has protected Britain’s buildings

for centuries.

CLAY, CRAFT AND COMMUNITY

The story of William Blyth begins long before
the company’s founding. By the 17th century,
the people of Barton-upon-Humber were
turning from thatch to clay as a more
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durable roofing material. With

an abundance of alluvial clay and
access to the Humber for transport,
Barton became a natural hub for tile
production.

By the early 1800s, the craft had
become a cornerstone of the local
economy. When the company
opened its tileworks in 1840, it
joined a thriving community of
makers supplying estates, churches
and growing towns across the
region. What set William Blyth
apart was a commitment to quality. Every tile
was shaped by hand, air-dried and fired in small
batches to achieve strength and natural colour
variation.

The abolition of the Brick Tax in 1850
spurred rapid growth, and Barton’s riverside
yards flourished. Yet even as mechanisation
swept through the trade, William Blyth
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continued to rely on human skill. This respect
for craftsmanship became the business’s defining

hallmark and remains at its heart today.

ENDURING THROUGH CHANGE
The late 19th century brought expansion,
with Hoe Hill tileworks joining the company’s

operations. Rich in clay and steeped in skill,
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this site, along with the existing Far Ings site,
became the foundation of a business that would
outlast every one of its local contemporaries.
At the turn of the 20th century, William
Blyth built the coal-fired down-draught kilns
that remain at the centre of production today.
Now heritage-listed, these imposing brick
structures produce the deep reds, soft oranges,
and weathered browns that have made William
Blyth tiles synonymous with traditional British

roofing.
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Through two world wars, the rise of mass
production, and shifts in architectural style,
the company endured. Horse-drawn carts gave
way to lorries, oil lamps to electricity, yet the
method of making remained unchanged. While
others mechanised, William Blyth continued to
handcraft every tile using clay from the same
deposits that had sustained Barton’s industry
for generations.

This constancy proved vital to Britain’s
conservation movement. When listed
buildings and period homes required authentic
materials, it was to Barton-upon-Humber that
many turned. Architects and heritage bodies
recognised that William Blyth tiles were not
replicas of history - they were its continuation,
made in the same way and from the same earth

as the originals.

HANDMADE FOR HERITAGE

Each tile still begins its journey in the
company’s own clay pits beside the Humber.
The clay is prepared without de-airing,
preserving its natural density and texture,

a subtle but significant detail that gives the
finished tiles their strength and distinctive
character.

Every piece is shaped and cut by hand before
being air-dried and fired in traditional kilns.
The result is a tile with gentle tonal variation
and a natural finish, perfectly suited to heritage
and conservation work where uniformity would
appear out of place.

These qualities explain why William Blyth
tiles can be found on historic buildings across
the country. At St Osyth’s Priory in Essex —
Grade I listed and centuries old - handmade
pantiles were chosen for their authenticity
and depth of colour. In Norfolk, Castle Acre
Priory features William Blyth tiles, prized for
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THE COMPANY'S APPROACH TO
SUSTAINABILITY REFLECTS THE
SAME CARE AND CONTINUITY
THAT DEFINE ITS CRAFT. EVERY
TILE IS MADE FROM LOCAL CLAY,
WITH MINIMAL WASTE AND NO
CHEMICAL ADDITIVES.

their ability to blend seamlessly with original
materials. Elsewhere, projects such as the
National Horseracing Museum in Newmarket
and The King’s Meadow Baths in Reading
have relied on the company’s craftsmanship
to restore landmark buildings to their former
glory.

This quiet continuity, from the same kilns
to the same hands, allows the roofs of these
buildings to live on with their character

preserved rather than replaced.

TRADITION AND RESPONSIBILITY
Although deeply rooted in history, William
Blyth remains a living, working business. Today,
its Old Tile Works site in Barton-upon-Humber
operates as both a functioning tile yard and a
celebration of British industry.

The company’s approach to sustainability
reflects the same care and continuity that define
its craft. Every tile is made from local clay, with
minimal waste and no chemical additives. Fired
in small batches and built to last for over a
century, they demonstrate that durability is the
truest measure of environmental responsibility.

Alongside its roof tiles, William Blyth also
produces bespoke fittings, chimney pots,
and garden pottery, all made from the same
Humber clay. Each carries the same hallmarks

of authenticity and endurance, equally at home
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in the garden of a Georgian rectory or on the
roof of a medieval priory.

Through its sister company, Sussex
Handmade Brick, this dedication to traditional
British manufacturing extends from roof to
wall. Together, the two businesses share one
mission: to keep craft alive by supporting
conservation and architecture with handmade
materials that respect both heritage and the

environment.

A LIVING HERITAGE
Standing among the drying sheds or beside the
kilns at Hoe Hill, it’s easy to sense the continuity
that defines William Blyth. The air is heavy
with the same earthy scent that has lingered
for generations. Tiles line the racks in quiet
rows, each one bearing the subtle imprint of its
maker’s hand.

For owners of listed and period properties,

and for those who care deeply about Britain’s
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architectural legacy, this connection to craft is
more than symbolic. Choosing a handmade clay
roof tile from William Blyth means investing in
authenticity: in materials that weather naturally,
age gracefully, and carry the integrity of true
British manufacture.

As Britain’s only remaining traditional
tileworks, William Blyth continues to prove
that some crafts are worth protecting - not for
nostalgia’s sake, but because they still produce

the finest results.

CONTINUING THE LEGACY

The work carried out at William Blyth
continues to support conservation
professionals, architects and homeowners
across the UK. Their handmade clay roof tiles,
shaped by heritage and crafted to last, remain
an essential part of preserving Britain’s built
environment.

Discover more at www.williamblyth.co.uk
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01795 521650
60 London Road, Teynham
nr. Sittingbourne ME9 9QM

www.fjwilliamsjoinery.co.uk

info@fjwilliamsjoinery.co.uk

Heritage Consultants

Saracens Dairy, Pluckley, Kent TN27 0SA
www.cornwallisrumley.com
01622 278890

Our expertise in listed buildings planning,
historic buildings surveys, pre-acquisition
advice, archaeology, Scheduled Ancient
Monuments and development site potential
makes it easy to navigate national and
local legislation and the consent process,
underpinned by analytical surveys with

heritage property asset advice.

Our commitment is matching solutions to our clients’ needs

Saltwood Castle
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or the discerning buyer, ownership

is perceived not merely as an

acquisition of real estate, but as

the assumption of the privileged
responsibility of being a “custodian of history”.
This emotional commitment to preserving a
piece of national heritage provides a unique
sense of identity and personal satisfaction
that is often cited as outweighing the
substantial associated financial and regulatory

responsibility.

Period property character

Listed homes possess a distinctive character
and a unique narrative that contemporary
properties cannot replicate — the golden
stain of time. Architectural details such as

original timber beams, ornate stonework, open
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fireplaces, and sash windows are hallmarks of
traditional craftsmanship that add significant
aesthetic and historical value. For instance,
certain architectural styles, such as Arts and
Crafts, emphasise natural materials, quality
construction, and simplicity. This stripped-
down elegance uses clean lines and symmetrical
forms to achieve an understated beauty, a
design philosophy that prevents the buildings
from quickly dating themselves to a particular

era.

Guardians of history

The decision to acquire a listed property is
fundamentally emotional and psychological.
Owners gain a direct, tangible connection to the
past, viewing themselves as temporary stewards

entrusted with the care of a piece of

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025



living history. Furthermore, listed properties are
almost invariably situated in highly desirable,
well-established locations, from idyllic
countryside spots to grand urban terraces,
which intrinsically enhance their prestige,
lifestyle appeal, and investment longevity.

The appeal is often intensified by regional
architectural significance. In Kent and Sussex,
for example, prospective buyers are usually
drawn to unique, locally significant building
types such as Oast Houses and Wealden Hall
Houses. Oast houses, traditionally constructed
from timber, brick, and tile, are iconic examples
of Kentish and Sussex architecture, symbolising
the region’s agricultural heritage in the hop-
growing industry. Separately, the Wealden Hall
House, characterised by a central open hall

and dating back to the 15th century, represents
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exquisite medieval preservation and features
surviving decorative elements and panelling.
Owning such a structure is not simply owning
a house, but preserving a distinct, localised
piece of the nation’s architectural identity. The
materials themselves, often locally sourced,
exude a warm glow, especially in the winter
with open log fires, and a sense of security and

timelessness.

Eyes on the prize

The financial appeal of listed property stems
directly from its scarcity and protected status.
The regulatory constraints, while demanding,
act as a unique market stabiliser that underpins
long-term capital retention.

The limited supply of listed buildings,
particularly those in sought-after locations,
drives high demand among sophisticated
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buyers, boosting valuation and appreciation
potential. Properties that have been lovingly
and sympathetically maintained or conserved
tend to increase in value. The inherent history
and unique locations of these buildings, which
cannot be replicated by new construction,
ensure they are highly prized and hold their
value well.

In historic market towns and cities where
space is at a premium and new development in
conservation areas is restricted, Grade II listed
buildings can appreciate faster than comparable
non-listed properties. Areas known for heritage
buildings, such as Tenterden in Kent or Rye in
East Sussex, often sustain higher values due to
their historic appeal and quality of life.

Maintaining a listed building is recognised
as costly and time-consuming. Yet this is
precisely why these historic buildings are so

enduring, as all work is strictly monitored and
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thus carried out correctly. The need to use
traditional building materials and techniques
means maintenance and repair services are
generally priced higher than standard rates.
Work requires specialist contractors and often
necessitates custom-made replacement parts
(e.g., bespoke timber joinery or matching
masonry). Professional fees for heritage
consultants, specialised architects, and planning
consultants add significant expense to any
project. These specialised costs can substantially
exceed those of comparable work on a modern
property. But owning a listed property instils
a wonderful sense of pride and satisfaction
in becoming an owner of part of England’s
enduring heritage.

Building insurance is another consideration.
Many owners of listed buildings do not have
the correct insurance, but more on that subject

next time.
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SPECIALISTS IN ROOFING

Canterbury Roofing is a family-run business with over
35 years’ experience working in Kent and surrounding

areas. We have vast experience of conservation and other

roofing works.

= Guttering = Flat roofing

= Velux and sky lights = Conservation work

= Tiling = Pointing and chimney work
= Slating = Lead work

FORMORE INFORMATION
AND TO CONTACT US:
www.canterburyroofing.com
Call Chris 07976 325520
or Saul 07878 194378

info@canterburyroofing.com




The iy WinisonT)ien
We revisit to see the continuing story that’s
bringing history and heritage alive in Dover.

FEATURE: Louise Tomlin | PHOTOS: copyright: Andy Aitchison/Maison Dieu.

arlier this year I was lucky enough

to visit the splendid reawakening

project that has taken place at the

Maison Dieu, Dover Town Hall,
which we covered in our summer edition, just as
the building had its very successful community
opening. It was fascinating to see first hand, after
two and half years of meticulous conservation,
creative upgrades and dedicated work by the
restoration team, how this iconic building was
being brought back to life as a meaningful
cultural centre for engaging residents of Dover
and visitors alike, and open daily to the public for
the first time in its 800 year history.
CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025
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There was so much to mention that it was

impossible to cover everything in the original
feature, so we promised to revisit the project
with an update on what’s happened since and
also to focus in more depth on certain aspects
only touched on previously. One of the most
notable was the Mayor’s Parlour, a suite of
rooms designed by the incredibly talented Neo-
gothic architect and designer William Burges,
which along with the Connaught Hall assembly
rooms was part of an important extension to
the Town Hall in 1883. Burges, like so many
other Victorian architects was enthralled by

medieval design and drew on many features
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from these times, including
Gothic windows, stained-glass,
decorative patterns, finials and
carved grotesques, combining
these with his love of colour and
ornamentation, to create his own
sometimes, eccentric style.

I was really excited to return to
see what’s been happening since
I was last there and to catch up
with Engagement Officer, Martin
Crowther to find out what’s
planned next. As part of my update
visit I was treated to a tour of the
Mayor’s Parlour, which last time
was impressive enough, even
though it was unfinished. Now, the
works have been completed, it is
a stunning and fitting homage to
its creator Burges, whose original
Neo-gothic stencilled designs
on the walls and ceilings, which
were discovered under layers of
paint have been meticulously
reinstated by wall paintings
specialists Arte Conservation
of Faversham, bringing to life the beautiful
stylised ornamentation, animals and flowers,
particularly daisies, in a colourful tableau for
visitors to enjoy today as it was back in 1883.

Talking of visitors these wonderful rooms
are now managed by The Landmark Trust who
let them out as holiday accommodation, which
includes three en-suite bedrooms, a sitting
room or snug, kitchen and dining room, and
also the absolute jewel in crown the Mayor’s
Parlour itself, which is where the Mayor of
Dover held meetings. The magnificent painted

ceiling embodies Burges’s extraordinary love
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of decorative animal motifs, with parrots,
butterflies and a particular favourite of his,
wyverns, which, for the uninitiated, are two-
legged dragons with a serpent’s curly tail. In
pride of place in the room is a huge circular
table made from American walnut and a set of
chairs with carved lions heads, which have been
carefully re-upholstered for guests to use. This
wonderful place to stay has been authentically
and superbly furnished by The Landmark Trust,
making it a very welcoming, historic holiday
home-from-home. Which of course is what
these unsung heroes of heritage and historic
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building conservation do so well. For

those of you who may not be aware

of the amazing work this charitable
organisation does, this gives us an

opportunity to mention it. Since they

were founded in 1965, The Landmark

Trust, now in their 60th anniversary

year, has helped save historic buildings

that have been at risk of being lost

forever. They carry out in-depth

research and sensitive restorations,

and ultimately the rescued properties

become available as self-catering

holiday accommodation. It’s obviously a
success, with over 70,000 guests staying in their
accommodation each year. Revenue from the
letting of some 200 properties helps to support
their continued maintenance and upkeep. All
this of course takes a lot of careful management

and hard work from the colleagues of the Trust,
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who help customers with bookings, manage
finances, changeovers and maintain and

clean properties. So if you decide to stay in a
Landmark Trust property you are contributing
to our heritage and supporting the invaluable
work the charity do. Find out more at:
landmarktrust.org.uk
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Considering the original use
of Maison Dieu back in circa
1200 when it was constructed by
Hubert de Burgh, the Constable
of Dover Castle for the purposes
of offering hospitality to pilgrims
on the way from the continent to
visit the shrine of Thomas Becket
in Canterbury, there’s a certain
symmetry that the building is once
again offering accommodation, in
the 21st century, albeit of a much
higher standard today.

Staying with the theme of
accommodation, this links us to
another area of the building with
an interesting history. This was
the prison that was built on the
ground floor in Victorian times.

Unfortunate and unwilling guests

would find themselves incarcerated

in tiny cells, in dark and cramped

conditions, for crimes that may

have just been the result of

poverty, maybe for stealing food

because they or their families were

starving. These were exceedingly tough times
and punishments were harsh, including being
forcibly transported to Australia.

The hapless prisoners would have appeared
for sentencing in the Courtroom above the gaol.
It is well worth taking time to see this when
visiting Maison Dieu, as it gives a fascinating
glimpse into the judicial system of the time.
Handy steps from the prison below lead up to
the dock where prisoners waited to hear their
fate. Evidence of this is visible in the shape of
graffiti left by them. The Courtroom was built

on the site of the former medieval chapel, after

the Corporation of Dover bought the building
in the 19th century to use it as the Town Hall.
Amazingly the Courtroom continued to serve
as a Magistrates’ Court until as recently as 1978.
A unique new bistro-café is planned to open
next year, incorporating several of the Victorian
gaol cells. I can’t wait to see how this turns out
having seen the creepy and claustrophobic cells
before its transformation. In the meantime
good use has been made of the dingy gaol,
with exciting events, including ‘spook-tacular’
Halloween visits and also impressive light

projections and photography installations



by sixth form students from the local Astor
Secondary School.

It's been wonderful catching up with Martin
and the team at Maison Dieu to see how this
amazing building is evolving. In my earlier
article I mentioned that engagement was of
paramount importance to the project, bringing
the history and heritage alive for the local
community, making it available to a diverse
range of local audiences and visitors from
further afield as well. It’s impressive to see this
reflected in the host of activities that have been
taking place in just in the last few months, with
guided tours, Tea Dances, a Repair Café, Youth
Festival, live music events, Divali celebrations,
spooky Halloween tours of the cells, Christmas
Lights and Party Nights...the list goes on.
They’re definitely doing something right with
over 20,000 visitors since the opening in May.

Here’s just a selection of events and activities

planned for the coming year:
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New Year, New Hobby - Discover a new hobby,

develop new skills and knowledge.

Sense-ational! In partnership with Dover
Disability Association, a creative day of multi-

sensory activities.

Dover at Night, including animated light
projections, with live music, dance and drama

by local artists and community groups.

Maison Dieu Stone Masonry Festival
Stonemasons from home and abroad take
part in a 3-day event inspired by the animals
in Maison Dieu stained-glass and decorative
stonework, with a chance to have a go at
stone carving and take part in family-friendly

activities.

Many thanks to the whole team at Maison
Dieu for their enthusiasm and hospitality.
For info on forthcoming events visit
www.maisondieudover.org.uk/events
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BESPOKE HOMES ¢ EXTENSIONS ® REFURBISHMENTS

Over the past 40 years, Prelude Stone Ltd has quietly but confidently delivered
general building services alongside our specialist stone masonry work.

What began in the 1980s with the renovation of a Croydon semi-detached home quickly grew into a
full property development offering. More than 130 properties later, we have built a solid reputation
for delivering high-quality construction and development services. From general building and
refurbishment projects to the design and development of bespoke new homes and extensions, our

team brings extensive experience, craftsmanship, and attention to detail to every job.

We welcome the opportunity to discuss any enquiry you may have at

info@preludestone.co.uk

Unit 2, Westerham Trade Centre, Flyers Way, Westerham TN16 1DE
www.preludestone.co.uk | Tel: 01959 580360
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SERVICES

« Lime mortar pointing

« Brick and stone
replacement

 Structural crack
repairs & remedial
wall ties

« Natural damp
proofing

» Professional brick
and stone cleaning

« Render removal
to allow masonry
to breathe

RESTORATION & CONSERVATION

COMPREHENSIVE BRICKLAYING SERVICES, FROM BUILDING
NEW STRUCTURES TO EXPERTLY RESTORING EXISTING ONES

Prestige Brickwork is a Canterbury based restoration company that specialises in the

conservation of period properties throughout Kent. We offer all types of expert brickwork

repairs and repointing. We are specialists in working with lime mortar.

Tel: 01227 908563 or 07954 409840

www.prestigebrickwork.co.uk

email: prestigebrickworkkent@gmail.com
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PAINT ON NEW PLASTER
ainting new plaster is not as simple
as you might think. Before you
even think about a mist coat, it’s
critical that the new plaster is

completely dry.

But it’s not just a dry plaster you need to
think of. If you start painting straight onto
new plaster you will get a poor, uneven
finish. The paint will be absorbed almost
immediately, drying out far too quickly.

Most plastering today is done in gypsum
— often known as a pink finish. There is also
however, a rapidly growing trend for using
traditional lime plasters, once thought only
necessary in period buildings but increasingly
valued for it ability to accommodate
movement in buildings without cracking. In
both cases the surface of the plaster is highly
absorbent when newly applied.

As the plaster dries, a ‘sinter skin’ forms as
the binder migrates to the surface. In modern
gypsum plasters these can be quite variable,
especially if the plasterer has trowelled the
plaster hard to get a very smooth finish.

This calls for care preparing it for painting

as it may result in areas of widely differing

absorbency.

PREPARATION

The first step when starting to paint onto new
plaster is always to work out what you are
dealing with. Does the plaster look dry - pale
pink if gypsum? Does it look shiny-polished
to be silky smooth, but will be less permeable?
If there’s a sinter skin it should be removed by

sanding down with standard-grade sandpaper.
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PRIMING

All new plaster must be primed. There are
two ways to give the plaster what it then
needs — a primer, or a mist coat. Using a
plaster primer: it is diluted 50:50 in order
to draw the right amount of binder into the
plaster surface.

Make sure that the plaster surface is clean,
dry, firm and free from dust and oil before
applying your primer. Observe how the
plaster behaves - if it sucks the primer in
evenly then you can be sure this is will also
happen when paint is applied, you may find
you need 2 or 3 coats for full obliteration
with white paint over the pink finish. For the
best results leave 4-6 hours between coats for

drying.

PLASTER PRIMER

Plaster primer is a water-based product for
absorbent or irregularly absorbent wall and
ceiling surfaces, which is made exclusively
from natural raw materials. It is breathable
and perfect for use on lime plaster and
gypsum plaster and it provides optimum
absorbency for the subsequent application

of paint.

CHECKLIST

« Make sure you have all the right equipment.
Check you have the correct colour - sounds
silly but always good to double check! Stir
thoroughly before use.

« Take your time with each coat of paint.
Let it dry, sand if needed, and don't rush

« Apply plenty of paint in first coat (as if you
are only going to need one coat).

o Always paint to a wet edge.

« Allow all previous coats to dry thoroughly

before applying subsequent coat.
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Architecture ¢ Historic building surveying
» Heritage consultancy

MICHAEL HARRIS ASSOCIATES have In association with Alan Dickinson
extensive experience in historical MRICS we offer:
building evaluations; condition surveys, « Building surveys

design and management of repair - Caralien ravicms

and conversion projects; design and
pre) e * Method statements

planning for extensions and new build

properties within the curtilage of listed 2 FETTERS SEOMETES

and historic buildings, National Parks, * Assessments of Significance
Green Belt conservation and Areas of » Archaeological interpretative reports

Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB). « Historical research

The Granary, Halden Place, Halden Lane, Rolvenden TN17 4JG
T: 01580 241278 E: info@michaelharrisassociates.com
www.michaelharrisassociates.com

86 www.conservationnews.co.uk CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025



- TOP TIPS FOR -

RENOVATING A
PERIOD PROPERTY

WHETHER YOU'VE JUST INVESTED
IN A PERIOD PROPERTY OR YOU'RE
ALREADY LUCKY ENOUGH TO
OWN A HERITAGE HOME, KNOWING
WHAT TO KEEP OR ADD WHEN
RENOVATING CAN BE ATOUGH TASK.
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he idea of renovating a period

property may seem daunting and

can sometimes be complicated, but

if done properly and with care, it
can be extremely rewarding.

You’'ll no doubt want to preserve as many of
the features as possible, but you’ll also want to
bring it up-to-date and make it fit seamlessly
with your lifestyle. Try to work with your
home, taking cues from its history to create

your own unique look.

UNDERSTAND THE REQUIREMENTS
Before you begin planning any adaptations,
you will need to make yourself aware of the
regulations in place. Issuing a survey to ensure
the structure can withhold any building or
renovation work and checking with your local
council for planning permission is vital before

any project can start.
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IS YOUR HOUSE LISTED?

If your house is marked as “listed” and it
appears on the National Heritage List for
England (NHLE), that building falls under
the consideration of the planning system
and may not be altered in any way without
permission from the relevant authorities.
If you're planning any renovations,
replacing windows or considering any
work that involves altering, extending or
demolishing your home where it affects its
special architectural or historic interest,
you will have to discuss the plans with your
conservation officer and it might be necessary
to apply for Listed Buildings Consent. Visit

planningportal.co.uk for information.

DO YOUR RESEARCH
It is vital that you get to know your house.
When was it built? Who was the builder/
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IN PERIOD PROPERTIES, THE DESIGN OF THE SPACE SHOULD BE
PLANNED AROUND THE FEATURES RATHER THAN THINKING OF

THEM AS AN AFTER-THOUGHT.

architect? Have previous owners made
alterations or changes in the past or is it
relatively untouched? It is important to look

at the different levels of historic importance
before you can start thinking about your design.
Live with your period home as it is for a while
and take your time to find out as much as you
can about it. Take a closer look at the existing
architectural features and try to determine

whether any of the original details are missing.

SPEAK TO PROFESSIONALS

If you are planning large renovations, it is worth
asking your local planning department whether
they can recommend a heritage specialist

and/or structural engineer. A specialist will
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understand the property and its history and
will be able to advise on architectural details
that need replacing or removing. You could
also search online for someone local to you, but

make sure you look at their previous work.

PLAN A DETAILED BUDGET

Working out a budget can be incredibly

tricky with a renovation. Keep a spreadsheet
that covers every element of the build with
anticipated costs and actual costs, so you can
keep an eye on overspends and savings. Any
house that has been derelict for two years or
more (or converting from non-residential into
a home) can benefit from a reduced VAT rate of

5% for building work and materials. Once

89



you've created a budget, it is important to stick
to it. You don’t want to get to the end of your
renovation with no money left for decoration or

furniture.

SPACE PLANNING

This is especially important for period homes.
The layout of period homes often isn’t suitable
for how we live now. If you and your family
spend a lot of time in the kitchen, where is your
kitchen situated? Is it a dark space at the back
of the house? If you entertain a lot, does the
entrance hall lead into a large reception room?
The key to successful space planning is to ask
questions about how you intend to use the space.

CELEBRATE THE

ARCHITECTURAL FEATURES

In period properties, the design of the space
should be planned around the features rather
than thinking of them as an after-thought. This

is the most important rule of all when designing
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for a period home - remember to always work
with the building. Find joiners or tradespeople
who have experience in working on period

properties when you need to do any repairs.

MIX OLD AND NEW

Always balance the old with something new, it
will help create an updated feel in an old house.
Do not be tempted to buy all new furniture and
accessories. If you've invested in a new sofa,
find a pair of pre-loved armchairs at auction
and have them recovered. Adding personal
items or vintage finds will give the room a sense
of having evolved over time.

Try to remember that renovating or
designing your house is a journey. Don't rush
things and don’t try to finish everything all
at once. It is important to enjoy each step
of the way and always leave some space for
accessories, paintings or other items you might
fall in love with later.
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Kent Peg Tiling & Listed Building Specialists
Conservation and renovation specialists.
High quality work by experienced craftsmen.
National Award-Winning Company.

01797 270 268 | kentpegs.com

!
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® Ecclesiastical work ® Flint work
® Heritage brickwork ® | ime pointing/render
® Fully insured ® New builds & extensions

@ All work quoted for ® Traditionally trained craftsmen

Tel: 07856 266795

e-mail: conservation-construction@outlook.com

Ai)ode Live with character.
Lsaroperymurance - 11ISUNE YOUr listed property
Partof HOACEN with confidence.

For a quote or free advice, call us on 01622 476433,

email info@abode-insurance.com. To learn more about us,
visit www.abode-insurance.com or scan the QR code.

Abode is a trading name of Howden UK Brokers Limited, which is authorised
and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority No. 307663.
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KNOW YOUR

PERIOD PROPERTY TRIMS

ORIGINALLY USED TO BREAK UP LARGE, BLANK EXPANSES OF PLASTER, DECORATIVE
TRIMS ARE A KEY PART OF PERIOD PROPERTIES AND, AS WELL AS ADDING INTEREST,
TEXTURE AND SUBTLE HISTORIC IMPACT, THEY ARE ALSO THERE TO PROVIDE USEFUL
LINES OF ALIGNMENT WITH WHICH TO DESIGN YOUR SCHEME.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025  www.conservationnews.co.uk
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These were historically used to prevent walls
being scuffed and knocked by the back of a
chair, but decoratively speaking are a nice
way to divide a wall in two. Dados should
be set at hip height (regardless of the ceiling
height), and either feature panel moulding
below them or wallpaper if you're feeling

adventurous.

Originally used for attaching hooks to hang
pictures from, and to set a line above which
pictures were a no-go zone.

If you have high enough ceilings to add a
new rail, leave about 30cm space between the
picture rail and the ceiling. If your ceilings
are lower, try and avoid them in favour of a

cornice or dado.

An architrave is the wooden trim used
to frame doors, windows and built-in
cupboards; designed to protect areas where
plaster would crack with repeated opening
and closing.

The corner joints are mitred - a joint
achieved by having both slabs cut on a
45-degree angle and joined together at a

‘point’ — and the wood is usually painted.

These are decorative details that are fixed to
the wall creating frames; usually under dado
trims but can cover the wall and replace

the dado altogether. Either paint the whole
wall one colour and allow the moulding to
create subtle interest, or for the ultimate luxe
wow-factor infill the frames with a textured

wallpaper.
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The origins of the skirting board date back
to Victorian times. They were originally
designed to mask the join between the wall
and the floor and block out gaps (and so
draughts). The Victorians also looked upon
them as a feature, using them to showcase a
room with big bold skirting to complement
those impressive high ceilings.

With the more sophisticated building
techniques available now, they’re less
necessary in modern spaces, but are a great
addition to a period space; whether you keep
them white and traditional or go for a bold

colour or match the paint to the wall colour.

Basically a skirting for the ceiling (though
often more decorative), a cornice can be a
wonderful feature in a period property that
adds an unexpected detail, especially if
you're lucky enough to have high ceilings.

If you have lower ceilings, you’ll need to
allow enough distance between your cornice
and picture rail, so you may need to choose

between one or the other.

Try not to mix eras. When choosing
mouldings (these include any type of raised
plaster work, from skirting trims to ceiling
roses) make sure they match. For example,
a two-step Edwardian cornice might not go
with a Victorian ceiling rose.

Do your research, or hire an expert who
can help you source them correctly. Plus, if
you're not sure where to start — you could
always ask next-door if you can take a look at

any remaining features in their home.
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farrow-ball.com
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Conservation News is a quarterly
niche publication, covering subjects
that are of interest to all homeowners,
but with special emphasis on
period and listed properties.

We pride ourselves in offering a broad
mix of interesting and informative articles
on all aspects of building conservation,
renovations, interior design and exterior
inspiration, with regular garden and
lifestyle features.

We also have a comprehensive Food &
Drinks section with local restaurants,
wines, farm shops and farmers markets
along with some yummy recipes.

For more information or to apply for this
exciting position within our small friendly
team, please contact:

lynn@conservationnews.co.uk

CONSERVATION NEWS

Kent & The Weald Winter 2025 + Free

PERIOD HOMES @ RENOVATION ®

REQUIREMENTS:
v Excellent phone skills.

v Contacting potential and existing
customers on the phone, by email
or in person.

v/ Generating and handling leads.

v Keeping management informed
of sales progress.

v Chasing artwork for print.

ARE YOU THE ONE?

v/ Do you want to work from home with
flexible working hours to suit you?

v Are you highly motivated?

The number of hours you work is self-
determined. This is a commission-based
position.

www.conservationnews.co.uk
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Supporting communities
In Kent since 1/81.

,._..:! With offices in Tenterden, Canterbury, Maidstone
. and Ramsgate, we provide specialist legal
services for individuals and businesses

in the South East.

+ Family
+ Wills
+ Probate
+ Conveyancing
+ Tax & Estate Planning
+ Employment
+ Property
+ Licensing
+ Contracts & Transactions

To find out how we can help,
call us on 01622 698000

or email enquiries@wmlaw.uk

whitehead-monckton.co.uk

\Whitehead

Monckton

Legal excellence, tailored to you

Whitehead Monckton Limited (no. 08366029), registered in England & Wales.
Registered office b Eclipse Park, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 3EN. Authorised
and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority under no. 608279.



eat,
drink,
buy local

support Kent
businesses

The best of Kent's food and drink experiences including restaurants, bars, cafés,

pubs, farm shops, delis, butchers and markets, as well as recipes and local produce.
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(Photos: macknade.com; whitstableharbourgin.co.uk; alkhamcourt.co.uk; birdiesrestaurant.co.uk)
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WINTERTIME GETS A BAD RAP, BUT
THERE ARE SO MANY SEASONAL
STAPLES THAT STAND OUT AROUND THIS
TIME, AND THEY CAN MAKE THE COLDER
MONTHS NUTRITIOUS AND DELICIOUS
FOR US.

Enjoying more of these in-season picks
helps us maintain good overall health, and

they’re also great for bolstering immunity.

You should definitely load up on this sweet,
juicy, fuzzy-jacketed super-fruit. Kiwis are
bursting with a wide variety of antioxidants,
as well as potassium, vitamin E, folate, and
fibre. Kiwi may be particularly beneficial

to digestive health: It has a specific enzyme
that’s unique to this fruit, and it helps break
down protein to facilitate the flow, studies

suggest.

Pumpkins are packed with fibre and

plenty of antioxidant power in the form

of carotenoids, vitamin C and other
phytonutrients. And a study in The BMJ
found that having higher levels of vitamin C
and carotenoids in the blood was associated
with a lower chance of type 2 diabetes. Don’t
throw those seeds in the bin after scooping
them out - you can roast them up for a
crunchy, nourishing snack that’s filled with

immunity superstars zinc and selenium.
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Any variety of orange that you can get your
hands on (Cara Cara, naval, clementines)
will pump you full of antioxidants to help
control inflammation, and promote good
overall health, but vibrant blood oranges
are high in anthocyanins, particularly
powerful antioxidants that lend the fruit

its colour and may be associated with
lower risk of chronic diseases such as heart

disease.

You can’t beat beetroot, especially during
sniffle season - this winter staple is a serious
superfood, especially when it comes to
immunity. Beetroot of all shades are loaded
with vitamin C, zinc and other nutrients
known for bolstering the immune system, and
they’re particularly high in betalains, pigment-
lending compounds with powerful antioxidant

properties.

This vegetable boasts all the same benefits as
its cruciferous cousins’ cabbage, broccoli and
cauliflower. Brussels sprouts feature vitamins C
and K, and these mini cabbages are also chock-
full of potent compounds called glucosinolates,
which the body converts into isothiocyanates,
cancer-fighting superstars that may prevent

DNA damage on the cellular level.
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If you're a bit backed up, work this root veggie
into your next meal: It boasts a constipation-
kicking trifecta of fibre, magnesium and
potassium. Potassium plays a role in muscle
contraction, including your intestines, so not
getting enough of it can slow how fast food is
digested, leading to constipation and bloating.
Sweet potatoes also contribute to eye health.
These antioxidant-packed tubers provide an
entire day’s worth of vitamin A plus 25% of the
recommended daily value for vitamin C, which

can help protect eye tissue from damage.

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025

Dark leafy greens like kale are heart health
superstars: Having at least one portion of raw
leafy greens a day may help decrease the risk
of heart disease, studies suggest, likely due to
the high nitrate content, which heals blood
vessels and helps them relax for healthy blood
pressure.

Kale and other leafy greens also deliver
vitamins C and K, the latter of which
collaborates with calcium and phosphorus to
form hydroxyapatite crystals, a contributor to

strong bone density.

www.conservationnews.co.uk
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ALGAR LODGE
FARM SHOP & CAFE

Farm Shop | Café | Butchery |
Deli | Bakery | Open 7 days a week

Sandwich Road, Deal CT14 0AS
Tel: 01304 619290

GILBERTS

CAFE + DELI

19 OXFORD STREET, |HITSTABLE
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BLACKSMITEH'S

17th century village pub, near the Pilgrims Way, set in rolling

downland coun awarm welcome

No vegetarian options avaialable.

Wednesday - Saturday, 7pm - 11pm (must pre-book for food)
Sunday 4pm - 11pm. No lunches being served at present.
The Street, Wormshill, Sittingbourne ME9 0TU

: 01622 884386

Granny Smiths
* Seasonal Flowers and plants
* Free Local Delivery
* Local Jams, Honey, Chutneys & Juices
* Bespoke Vegetable Boxes made to order

* Delivering Fresh Fruit & Vegetables to:
- The Catering Trade
- Pubs & Restaurants
- Schools & Nursing Homes

91 High Street, Whitstable CT5 1AY Tel: 01227 273233

www.conservationnews.co.uk
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CHILHAM SHOP

Farm shop & plant centre

Serving Chilham and the surrounding villages for over 40 years with a wide range of fresh, fruit, vegetables, cut flowers,
garden plants as well as a good selection of general groceries, dairy, bakery, frozen foods and much more.

Mon to Sat: 8:30am to 6pm Sun: 9am to Spm. We also run Chilham Post Office.

Wreaths and

Christmas
Fayre

THE OLD NEPTUNE | LIVE MUSIC

Marine Terrace, Whitstable CT5 1EJ Tel: 01227 272262 | ® Sat 6th December -

Back Street Bloozers
m Sun 7th December - Blue Devils
® Sun 14th December - Bill Clift

m Sun 11th January -
Ozzie and The Uglies

® Sun 18th January - Native Oysters
® Sun 25th January - Barracuda

® Sun 1st February - Squeeze Gut
Alley

® Sun 8th February - Bill Clift

® Sun 15th February -
Merlin and The Rockets

OPENING HOURS B Sun 22nd February - Pirates
Mon - Wed: 11.30 - 9.30pm Thurs - Sat: 11.30 - 11pm
Sun: 12 noon - 9pm
Food served: Mon & Fri, 12 noon - 4pm & 5pm - 8pm
Tue, Wed & Thu, 12 noon - S5pm
Sat, 12 noon - 5pm; Sun 12 noon - 4pm v

Please refer to the website as bands

are subject to change.

www.thepubonthebeach.co.uk
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THE SPORTSMAN AT HOME

The Sportsman is nothing short of an institution. Now in its 25th year, chef Stephen Harris took over a
rundown pub on the Kent coast in 1999 and turned something ordinary into something extraordinary
with his pared-back style of cooking, earning (and retaining) a Michelin star. In The Sportsman at

Home, Stephen Harris welcomes us into his kitchen in Whitstable to discover his favourite ingredients

and shows us how so apply the simple ethos of his iconic restatuarant to home cooking.

SERVES

YOU WILL NEED

neutral oil for rubbing
the potatoes

2 large baking
potatoes, peeled

50g unsalted butter
1 onion, finely diced
1 celery stick

1/2 fennel bulb,
finely diced

200ml Vermouth
200g creme fraiche

300g skinless cod fillet,
diced

200g prawns

1 small bunch of chives,
chopped

squeeze of lemon juice
50g Cheddar, grated

salt and freshly ground
black pepper

Extracted from The Sportsman
at Home by Stephen Harris
(Quadrille, £30). Photography
© Kim Lightbody 2025
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BAKED POTATO FISH PIE

METHOD

Preheat the oven to 180°C fan (400°F). Rub the potatoes with oil and
season well on the outside. Bake in the oven for 1 hour 15 minutes,
or until a knife easily penetrates the flesh. Remove from

the oven and allow to cool.

Meanwhile, heat the butter in a large non-stick frying pan over a
medium heat, then add the onion, celery and fennel. Sweat without

colouring until soft, around 10 minutes.

Add a pinch of salt and the vermouth and boil until the vermouth
has almost all evaporated. Now add the créme fraiche and let it melt
into the pan. When it is simmering, add the cod fillet and prawns
and stir them into the sauce. Cook for 1 minute, then remove from
the heat.

Cut the cooled potatoes in half lengthways and scoop out the flesh.
Add the flesh to the fish mixture and stir to combine. Add the chives

and a squeeze of lemon and check the seasoning.

Place the potato halves on a baking sheet and fill them with the fish
mixture. Cover with the grated Cheddar, then place under a hot grill
(broiler) until the cheese melts.

WIN A COPY OF
THE SPORTSMAN AT HOME

For your chance to win, please email your
name, address and phone number to
lynn@conservationnews.co.uk.

Closing date: Friday 6th February 2026.
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SERVES

YOU WILL NEED

For the sweet pastry
250g cold unsalted butter
400g pastry flour
1 vanilla pod, split open and
seeds scraped out
pinch of salt
150g icing sugar
175ml double cream

For the filling
250g unsalted butter
250g caster sugar
250g ground almonds
4 large eggs
1 vanilla pod, split open and
seeds scraped out
zest of 1 lemon
1 tbs Amaretto
250g blackcurrants
icing sugar for dusting

For the ice cream
600ml sugar syrup
500g cream cheese

250ml double cream
250ml milk
250g blackcurrants
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BLACKCURRANT & ALMOND TART

METHOD

First, make the pastry. Put the butter and flour into a food
processor and pulse until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.
Add the vanilla seeds, salt now and sugar and pulse. Add the
cream and pulse until incorporated, then tip out the pastry and
knead it until smooth. Wrap in cling film (plastic wrap) and
refrigerator for 1 hour.

Once the pastry has rested, roll it out to about 3 mm (1/8 inch)
thick and use it to line a 23 cm (9 inch) tart tin (pan). Prick the
base with a fork and then place in the refrigerator while you

prepare the filling.

To make the almond paste, combine the butter and sugar in a
food processor and blitz together, then, with the motor running,
add the eggs a little at a time they are fully incorporated. Transfer
the mixture to a bowl and beat in the ground almonds, flour,

vanilla seeds, lemon zest and amaretto.
Preheat the oven to 180°C fan (400°F).

Remove the pastry case from the refrigerator and fill it with the
almond paste, then top with the blackcurrants. Bake in the oven

for about 40 minutes until the top is golden brown.

Meanwhile, make the ice cream. Put 400 ml (14 fl oz/generous
11/2 cups) of the sugar syrup into a food processor along with
the cream cheese, cream and milk. Blend to combine, chill until
completely cool then churn in an ice-cream maker according to

the manufacturer’s instructions.

While the ice cream is churning, bring the remaining sugar syrup
to the boil and add the blackcurrants. Boil for a few minutes,
then strain the mixture through a sieve into a clean pan, pressing
to extract the blackcurrant juices.

Boil the mixture again to reduce it to a thick syrup. Remove from
the heat and leave to cool. Once cool, add the syrup to the ice

cream and swirl it through to create a ripple.
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e In-house butchery

® Free-range geese; chickens;
local game, pork, beef and lamb

o Fresh local produce Christmas

orders being

® Fruit, vegetables and salad,
sourced as locally as possible taken

® Cheese and deli products
® Stockist of The Chai Stop finest curries
e Seasoned logs, coal and kindling

o Skinners dog food

® Local wines and ciders

www.lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk Tel: 01227 700947 email: info@lowerhardresfarmshop.co.uk

Lower Hardres Farm, Lower Hardres, Canterbury CT4 5NU

Bull Green,

Bethersden TN26 3LB

Tel: 01233 822463

Email: Shop@BullGreenFarm.co.uk

We are a family-run farm rearing Dexter
cows, sheep and chickens. We believe
animals should be able to roam free in the
fields and enjoy fresh air and green grass.

We have a nicely stocked shop with fresh
eggs daily, home grown veg, and a variety
of local products such as Kentish honey,
jams, and occasionally freshly baked cakes.
We also have a freezer packed with locally
made pies and tasty treats.
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Delicately crafted small batch gin Come and see us at our
Whitstable Harbour Gin Store

ONLINE SHOP: Unit 2 South Quay Shed
WHITSTABLEHARBOURGIN.CO.UK Whitstable CT5 | AB




How does geography
attect the style of your wine?

GEOGRAPHY CAN HAVE A HUGE IMPACT ON HOW THE FINAL WINE TASTES IN
YOUR GLASS; FROM TEMPERATURE, ALTITUDE, OCEANS, RIVERS, AS WELL AS
THE EXACT PLACE WHERE THE GRAPES ARE GROWN. LET'S SEE HOW AND WHY!

ne of the most obvious effects of geography on a wine’s

style is whether the vines are grown in a hot, warm or

cool climate. Many parts of the world are just too hot or
too cold to grow grapes successfully - generally those countries too
near the equator are too hot and those places furthest away from the

equator are just too cold.

Rowena Hawtin DipWSET

CONSERVATION NEWS « Winter 2025  www.conservationnews.co.uk 111



www.conservationnews.co.uk

Just like all plants, vines require the
right amount of water, nutrients,
sunlight and warmth to flourish; cooler
areas tend to produce less ripe grapes
with lower alcohol, more acidity and
fresh fruit aromas. Furthermore, cooler
regions are more likely to produce more
white wines than red as most white
grapes ripen in lower temperatures
than red grapes. Some examples of
cool climates include England, Canada,
New Zealand, Loire valley in Northern
France and Germany. Having said that,
some of these countries do produce
some excellent red wines such as Pinot
Noir and Cabernet Franc which tend to
prefer a cooler climate.

At the other end of the spectrum,
most black grapes tend to ripen in
warmer climates — some like very
warm climates such as Grenache and
Mourveédre which thrive in Spain,
whilst others such as Shiraz and
Cabernet Sauvignon thrive in moderate
to warm temperatures. Very ripe
grapes will often have higher sugar
levels, resulting in more alcoholic
wines so picking the grapes at optimum
times as well as careful management
in the winery is needed so they are not
overly alcoholic and lacking flavour.
These warm/hot regions tend to be
most of the New world (Australia,
South Africa, USA and Chili) although
trends are indicating a slight decrease
in popularity of wines above 14.5ABV
so grapes may be picked earlier when
there is slightly less sugar and therefore

lower potential alcohol.
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SLOPES

Most vineyards are located on at least a
gentle slope, but in some cases, these slopes
can be extremely steep, such as those in the
Moselle valley in Germany or parts of the
Douro in Portugal. As Germany has such

a cool climate, steep slopes maximise the
amount of sunlight the vines receive which
aids ripening and increases sugar levels. In
the northern hemisphere these slopes are
usually south facing; however, in very hot
locations such as the Douro in Portugal the
slopes are north facing to try to limit the
amount of sunlight on the vines because
the grapes would become over-ripe and
contain an excess of sugar. In contrast, in the
southern hemisphere vines face north - the
direction of the equator to increase direct
sunlight (for example in New Zealand), but
sometimes they will face in the opposite
direction for the same reasons stated above.

In cooler regions such as Burgundy in
France, slopes can help with limiting damage
from frosts; cool air tends to roll down the
hill and collect at the bottom, meaning that
vineyards on slopes are less affected by frost
than those on the valley floor.

Therefore, in expensive wine regions
such as the Cote d'Or in Burgundy, vines
designated for the most expensive wines
will be planted mid-slope. In places such as
France this way of managing vineyards has
been passed down through the generations
as to how to optimise the conditions for
the particular site, the grape variety being
grown as well as the target market with
the best sites being reserved for the most

expensive wines.
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ALTITUDE
Altitude has become a key talking point in
wine over the past few years and Argentina
has been leading the way in this discussion.
The phrase ‘high-altitude vineyards’ is
increasingly being used on wine labels as a
selling point and whilst some may regard this
as a cynical marketing ploy by winemakers
wanting to stand out from the crowd of wine
bottles, we want the facts! If altitude can be
used to differentiate and explain variations
between wines, what effect does it have on

wine and what difference does it make?

What is high?
To be called a wine from high altitude it has to
be a minimum of 500 metres above sea level
and in somewhere such as Argentina this is
considered quite low as some vines are planted
as high as 1,100 metres above sea level.

One advantage is that in warmer climates,
altitude can provide some relief from the
heat. Another advantage is that there is more
solar radiation at altitude during daylight, but
cooler night-time temperatures. This diurnal
effect slows down ripening which creates more
complexity in the grape compared to vines
planted at sea level which would ripen more
quicky. Malbec is the most widely planted
grape in Argentina and where it is planted has
a huge effect on the wine that ends up in your

bottle; but also the price.

OCEANS AND RIVERS

Where beautiful wine is produced, it is often
remarked that one will also find beautiful
places. Rivers, lakes, oceans and seas feature
almost synonymously amongst many of the

worlds best wine regions; the river Moselle,
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the Sadne, the Rhone, the Douro, the Gironde,
Margaret River, the Loire, Lake Garda and

the North Pacific to name a few. These bodies
of water are located at the very heart of the
world’s most illustrious wine regions. However,
they offer much more to our favourite wines
than just a picturesque backdrop, they play a
fundamental, and oft-overlooked role.

Have you ever stepped outside on a cold
morning to find the ground beneath you frozen
solid even though nearby large a body of water
remains in a liquid state? Why? Bodies of water
hold their temperature for longer periods than
land mass which takes longer to warm up, but
also longer to cool down too. Water in a cool
region helps to radiate heat to the vines and aids
ripening whilst in a warm climate, proximity

to a cold ocean can provide some relief from
the heat; the more exposed a vineyard is to the

ocean, the cooler and windier it tends to be.
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The air is often damp, so mists and fogs may
build up in the morning, which can further cool
the vineyard and provide protection from the
strong sunshine. For example, the Central Coast
AVA is a large, diverse wine-growing region in
California, stretching from the San Francisco
Bay Area to Santa Barbara County. It is known
for its varied microclimates, producing a

wide range of wines, including cool-climate
Chardonnay and Pinot Noir, and warmer-
climate Zinfandel and Cabernet Sauvignon.

All these different factors combine to make
every vineyard site unique, accounting for the
immense variety of wine styles available for you
to enjoy! If you want to experience the influence
of geography for yourself, try comparing a
Chardonnay from Northern France with one
from a sunny spot in California - you will be
sure to notice a significant difference in the

style of the wine. Cheers!
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Working across Kent & London

Solutions provided by Future Construction

include:

« Extensions

o Heritage work

« Property refurbishment & alterations

o Adaptation works for elderly and /or disabled

o New build projects for domestic and

commercial clients.

We can offer you a no obligation quote

now, so contact us for more information.

Tel: 01843 823905
www.future-construction.com

Our visions are inspired by your ideas

To be the first choice for quality
and excellence. Exceeding customer

expectations with passion and pride.






